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BEYOND THE GALAPAGOS 
 

Big Five Takes Road Less Traveled in Ecuador 
 
Stuart, FL (May 8, 2012) – The Galapagos Islands are among the most iconic wildlife 
destinations in the world, and Big Five Tours & Expeditions has been taking discerning guests 
there for more than two decades to experience this natural wonder called ‘a living museum and 
showcase of evolution.’  With a visit to these special islands on the life-list of so many nature 
travelers, and as a leader in sustainable tourism best practices, Big Five wants to help insure that 
the Galapagos does not become another “go now before it’s too late” travel destination.   
 
So it comes as no surprise that Big Five has raised the sustainable travel bar even higher this year 
by linking the Galapagos with exploring the incredible natural and cultural heritage of mainland 
Ecuador. 
 
“Visiting just the Galapagos and not spending time in Ecuador is like taking a wildlife safari to 
Africa and only going to one national park.  You miss out on so much more.  When it comes to 
natural and cultural heritage, the Galapagos are the tip of the iceberg in Ecuador – most people 
do not even realize that mainland Ecuador has 10-fold the biodiversity found in the Galapagos. 
We have selectively combined the best of the Galapagos with the best of mainland Ecuador, 
creating one of the most spectacular wildlife and cultural travel experiences anywhere on the 
planet,” says Ashish Sanghrajka, president of Big Five Tours and Expeditions. 
 
With ecosystems ranging from snow-capped mountains to tropical forests to beautiful coastline 
beaches, Ecuador is one of the world’s designated biodiversity “hot-spots” – a handful of places 
teeming with rare species.  In addition, Ecuador is a multicultural and multiethnic country with a 
rich cultural heritage that includes the ancient Inca, and many other indigenous peoples from 
before Inca times whose cultures and traditions continue to this day.  

“This is all about diversifying our tours to deliver a great trip, while helping to protect nature, 
and support the social and economic benefits of sustainable tourism in a way that indigenous 
peoples on the mainland are also direct beneficiaries.  It is a win-win: it provides our guests with 
the best combination of the Galapagos and mainland Ecuador for a more authentic and 
meaningful natural and cultural heritage experience,” says Costas Christ, one of the world’s top 
experts on sustainable tourism and Ambassador-at-Large for the Spirit of Big Five Foundation. 
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And it is a real benefit to the traveler, too – by focusing on the hidden gems of Ecuador’s lesser-
visited areas, with their spectacular biodiversity and proud indigenous cultures,  Big Five takes 
guests away from the well-worn tourism trail in the Galapagos, instead creating much more 
intimate and authentic cultural and wildlife experiences. In so doing, Big Five supports tourism 
that directly benefits local lives through education and employment opportunities, as well as 
biodiversity conservation. 
  
Big Five can custom design your Galapagos and Ecuador combination trip - good for the 
wildlife, good for the local people, and good for the planet - while creating the trip of a lifetime. 
Call it the power of travel.  

 
 
Big Five Tours & Expeditions 
With more than 39 years experience in luxury adventure travel, Big Five Tours & Expeditions 
offers luxury guided travel to Africa, Asia & the Orient, South & Central America, Arctic and 
the Antarctica.  For more information, contact Big Five, (800) 244 3483, or email: 
info@bigfive.com; in Canada, (888) 244 3483, info@bigfivetours.ca.  
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